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PM Lee Hsien Loong at a dialogue hosted by columnist Fareed Zakaria at an Institute of Policy Studies conference yesterday. Asked by Mr Zakaria if Singapore needed to embrace a "culture of disrespect” in
order to become more economically vibrant, Mr Lee responded that anarchy does not guarantee brilliance - and that Singapore is not as orderly as outsiders seem to think. ST PHOTO: CAROLINE CHIA
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S’pore political system is
one that benefits all: PM

Govtseesits job as looking after as many as
possible, not just catering to certain groups

Rachel Chang
Assistant Political Editor

Singapore’s political system has re-
mained continually dominated by
one party, even though this may be
unusual for developed economies,
because it is a system from which
everyone benefits, Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong said yesterday.

Unlike many other governments
whose policies are tailored towards
certain groups, the Singapore Gov-
ernment sees its job as “to look
after as large a proportion of the
population as possible, while still
giving people the incentive to vote
for this Government, so that they
will get some benefit from it”, Mr
Lee said.

“I'have a multiracial mix (in popu-
lation) but I have a mix where every-
body has benefited from the sys-
tem, where everybody has a stake
and can see that it is working for us.
Andithas prevailedso far,” he said.

Speaking at a dialogue hosted by
Washington Post columnist Fareed

Zakaria at an Institute of Policy
Studies conference themed Singa-
pore At 50: What Lies Ahead?, PM
Lee resisted Mr Zakaria’s character-
isation of Singapore as one of the on-
ly developed economies in the
world that has not transitioned to a
multi-party liberal democracy.

“We are amulti-partyliberal dem-
ocratic system,” Mr Lee said. “The
outcome is not what you would like
to see, but that is what Singaporean
voters have decided.”

But he noted that the ruling
People’s Action Party does not
wholly disregard politics: “If we
take the view that if you voted
against me, I should help you first
(as) that shows my largeness of spir-
it, then I think you will go extinct as
agovernment.”

In the hour-long dialogue at the
start of a two-day conference on
Singapore’s post-jubilee future, PM
Lee staunchly defended Singa-
pore’s legal constraints on defama-
tion, and racial and religious of-
fence.

Asked by Mr Zakaria if Singapore

needed to embrace a“culture of dis-
respect” in order to become more
economically vibrant, Mr Lee re-
sponded that anarchy does not
guarantee brilliance - and that Sin-
gaporeis not as orderly as outsiders
seem to think,

“I spent six hours in court. If this
were a very orderly place, would I
have to do that?” he said to laughter
from the 640-strong audience at
the Shangri-La Hotel. A day earlier,
Mr Lee was cross-examined for six
hours by blogger Roy Ngerng,
whom he had sued for defamation.

Later, when one participant criti-
cised the harsh treatment meted
out to Mr Ngerng, as well as to
teenager Amos Yee, who was
found guilty of uploading an ob-
scene image and making remarks
intended to hurt the feelings of
Christians, Mr Lee said Singapore
has limits to free speech, like many
other countries.

“You can say and discuss any-
thing you like, but you can’t defame
anybody you like,” he said. “If you
can’tredress defamation, then how
can I clear my name when some-
body defames me?”

Despite the multiracial fabric of
modern-day Singapore, racial and
religious sensitivities will never

goaway, Mr Lee said.

have to actagainst it,” he said.

hunger of their forebears, but are

missing an understanding of there- :
al vulnerability that race and reli- :

WILLPMSTAY ANOTHER 10 YEARS?
“The problem has not gone. Reli- :

gionremain for the nation.

gion has become more prominent
of their identity,” he said. A terror
attack would also tear Singapore
apart, as the suspicion and fear gen-
erated will change people’s interac-
time, he added.

“good luck, good history and good
leadership”, Mr Lee acknowledged

the time (so much so) that people
say we are paranoid”.

has had is “an entirely unnatural
state of affairs”, he said.

every election!”
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UN NATURAL STATE OF AFFAIRS

You don’t expect to go back to how
you were in the 1960s. Yet, itis not
¢ natural that you stay in this place.
]s it tobe expected thata

popu lation of 3.5 million citizens
and maybe a million foreign
wnrkers will have the best airline

¢ inthe world, the best airportin the
i world, one of the busiest portsin
: theworld, and aneducation and

o - . ¢ healthcare and housing system
You can give offence even with- : . . .
out intending to, so when you in- : WhichgivesusapercapitaGDP
tend to give offence, I think we higherthanAmericaorAustralia

i orJapan? It’s an entirely unnatural
MrLeeaddedthatyoungs_mgapo— ! state ofaffairs.
reans do not lack the drive and

PMLEE HSIEN LOONG, onwhy Singapore

has toworry about its survival all the time

China

respects
‘national
nterests
of S’pore

Nur Asyiqin Mohamad Salleh

¢ Chinarespects Singapore asasover-
i eign country with its own interests,
¢ despite differences in views and pol-
i icies between the two from time to
¢ time, Prime Minister Lee Hsien
i Loongsaid yesterday.

“Of course they would prefer us

i to speak up more often, and in a
: more closelyaligned way with what
i they prefer on every single issue,
¢ buttheyunderstand that we are dif-
i ferent countries and it’s not possi-
¢ ble,” he said at a dialogue with
i Washington Post newspaper col-
: umnist Fareed Zakaria.

They were discussing the chang-

! ing balance of power in Asia, with
¢ therise of China.

As for the type of world power

i China plans to be, Mr Lee said that
: fornow,itremainstobe seen.

He noted that one reason Ameri-

: ca has been successful as a world
: power is its willingness to give oth-
! er countries space.

“You could disagree with them,

¢ you could argue with them, they do
i twist your arm sometimes, but they
: are benevolent hegemonists,” said
i Mr Lee. “Now, whether other great
¢ powers take the same approach, or
i whether they will take a purely real-
¢ politik view - big powers do what
¢ they will and small countries suffer
: what they must - that’s to be seen.”

The Chinese, he added, say that

: all countries - big and small - will
¢ work on the basis of equality, mutu-
: alrespect and benefit. This was met
i with doubt from Mr Zakaria, who
¢ said: “That’s the rhetoric, but Chi-
i nese policy is fairly realpolitik.”

Mr Lee acknowledged his state-

: ment and said how China planned
! tooperateremains to be seen.

If China does go down the path of

¢ realpolitik, he said, it will face push-
i back from many countries. “They
¢ want their place in the sun, and if
i they cangetitunder the status quo,
¢ 1 think they would prefer that be-
i cause they know that conflict is not
¢ astraightforward matter,” he said.

Mr Zakaria also asked Mr Lee

i what he thought was China’s opin-
¢ ion of Singapore-US ties, wonder-
L : Istrongly prefer not to. Thisisajob | N8 if it would see Singapore as an
(and) everybody’s more conscious : .

: which needsayoung man, people
i with energy, people who will be
: thereand can connectwithyoung

: v i people, and will fight the battles
tions with one another for a long ! with(them), not for five or 10 years

Crediting Singapore’s success to but for 20, 30, 40 years to come.

i Andyou need somebody ofthat

: generation.

that the Government is “worried all :

: PMLEE replying toamemberof the

: audience onwhether he is prepared to stay

But the success tiny Singapore : nofficeforanctheriOyears

L

“And one we should count our :
blessings for, if not every day, then :

¢ “American outpost in South-east
¢ Asia”.
i the funeral of Singapore’s founding
¢ Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew in
i March fell short, he noted. China’s
¢ highest-ranking
i was Vice-President Li Yuanchao,
: while the US’ top representative
¢ was former president Bill Clinton.

Chinese representation at

representative

Mr Lee replied, to laughter: “Oh, 1

i would not read too much into at-
: tendance at funerals.” The Chinese,
i hesaid, are realists whounderstand
: the US is important to Singapore.
i He also brought up the South China
: Seaissue, noting that though some
i Asean countries are claimants in
: the dispute, “every Asean country
i wantsgoodrelations with China”.
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