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NUS and NTU

among top four
Asian universities

By SANDRA DAVIE
SENIOR EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

THE National University of Singapore
(NUS) has maintained top spot in an
annual ranking of Asian universities re-
leased this morning, while Nanyang
Technological University (NTU) rose
from the seventh to fourth place.

London-based education and ca-
reer consultancy Quacquarelli Sy-
monds (QS) ranks Asia’s top 300 uni-
versities based on nine criteria, includ-
ing academic reputation, employer
reputation, student-faculty ratio, pa-
pers per faculty and citations per pa-
per.

NTU has reached its highest posi-
tion since the rankings were first com-
piled in 2009. It moved up three plac-
es last year.

QS said NUS had the maximum
score in the academic reputation indi-
cator based on more than 42,000 re-
sponses from academics worldwide,
while NTU had a nearly perfect score.

Both universities also achieved the
maximum score in the employer repu-
tation indicator, based on the opinion
of almost 12,000 employers who took
part in the survey.

QS said although both universities
had a low score in terms of the
number of papers published, they
scored highly when the impact of
their research was measured by the
number of citations per paper. NUS
ranked third regionally for citations
per paper while NTU was 12th.

QS said the citation ranking reveals
that the research output of the two
universities “achieves a significant im-

pact among the international scientif-
ic community and the world at large”.

Mr Ben Sowter, QS head of re-
search, said: “The leading Singapo-
rean universities have an insatiable
quest for excellence and an unwaver-
ing ambition, supported by a favoura-
ble environment which places educa-
tion and innovation among the top pri-
orities of the city-state’s agenda.

“The historical analysis of the rank-
ings shows that to maintain their posi-
tion year on year, universities need to
constantly improve. Hence, when
they rise or if they stay firmly at the
top of the table, it means that they are
effectively progressing perceptibly
faster than their peers.”

Hong Kong University was placed
second, followed by Korea Advanced
Institute of Science and Technology.

NUS’ president, Professor Tan
Chorh Chuan, said: “We are very en-
couraged that the university is highly
regarded and valued by employers and
academics in Asia and the world. This
is a reflection of NUS’ distinctive edu-
cation and broad-based research excel-
lence, which are results of the strong
contributions made by dedicated NUS
faculty, staff and students.”

Professor Bertil Andersson, presi-
dent of NTU, said: “Singapore should
be very proud to have two highly ac-
claimed universities among Asia’s top
four. This is a remarkable feat for this
small country and especially meaning-
ful that it has come during
Singapore’s Golden Jubilee year. It
shows that Singapore’s continued in-
vestments in education and research
are reaping good results.”
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