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Yale-NUS hires another 20 academics

2,000 people applied for
faculty posts: College head

By AMELIA TENG

SINGAPORE’S first liberal arts college has drawn
another 20 academics from fields such as political
science and art.

This brings the Yale-NUS College’s faculty count
to 70, as it prepares to move in July to its permanent
Dover campus, from its temporary location at the Na-
tional University of Singapore’s University Town.

In July, another five to 10 faculty members will
join the college, a tie-up between the United States
Ivy League institution and the National University
of Singapore.

It plans to have 110 faculty members in five to
six years. Despite initial concerns about restrictions
here over issues such as academic freedom, it re-
ceived more than 2,000 applications for faculty po-
sitions in this academic year, which ends in May.
This is similar to previous years.

Yale-NUS president Pericles Lewis told The
Straits Times: “Sometimes, people ask what the sit-
uation is. But if they talk to other faculty, they real-
ise there is a strong culture of academic freedom
here... (The faculty) come from all over - most of
them have recently done their post-doctoral fellow-
ships - so they have done their PhD at top institu-
tions, usually in the US or Britain. The calibre of
successful candidates is very high.”

He added: “They have been competing with a lot
of other people and, often, we get candidates who
have very good job offers at top colleges and univer-
sities in the US, or their home countries.”

One such academic is Professor Steven Ber-
nasek, an experimental chemist who has been with
Princeton University in the US for about four dec-
ades. Starting in July, he will head Yale-NUS’ sci-
ence division as its director.

Professor Mark Joyce, an award-winning visual
artist who has been appointed as its director of art,
oversees the development of the arts curriculum and
arts-related co-curricular activities. He has held po-
sitions at institutions such as the Dun Laoghaire In-
stitute of Art, Design and Technology in Ireland.

Assistant Professor Nozomi Naoi, who did her
graduate work at Harvard University’s department
of history of art and architecture, will join the hu-
manities department.

The college has 14 faculty members who are Sin-
gaporeans or permanent residents. They include As-

More internships for students

STUDENTS at Yale-NUS College can now
apply for more than 90 intern positions as
the institution ramps up work opportunities
for them.

Last year, 33 students - out of the pioneer
cohort of 155 - went on internships.

The college has since secured partnerships
with 82 companies from different sectors.
They include the Singapore Tourism Board,
accounting firm KPMG and online fashion
retailer Zalora. Non-profit organisations
such as Social Innovation Park, which
grooms social entrepreneurs and innovators,
and The Singapore Committee for UN
Women are also on the list.

More than 30 per cent of the internships
will be overseas, with partners such as Peggy
Guggenheim Collection, a museum in Venice
that houses European and American 20th
century art, and Caring for Cambodia, which
provides education for children.

The eight- to 10-week stints take place
from May to July each year during the
undergraduates’ holidays.

Students can also choose mystery
internships, where they will be informed of
where they are being posted to only on the
day the programme starts.

Four students went on these trips last
year. They travelled to Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand and the United States, working in
places such as Chiang Mai Rock Climbing
Association and Princeton in Asia, which
provides education opportunities in Asia.
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PROFESSOR STEVEN BERNASEK
The experimental chemist will be
director of Yale-NUS’ science division.

PROFESSOR MARK JOYCE

The award-winning visual artist has
been appointed as director of art.

PROFESSOR TOK ENG SOON
The Singaporean faculty member also
teaches in NUS’ physics department.

sociate Professor Tok Eng Soon, who did his PhD in
semiconductor materials at Imperial College Lon-
don, and is also in the NUS physics department.

As part of its hiring process, Yale-NUS brings
about 100 faculty members - the top 5 per cent of
applicants chosen after Skype interviews - to its
campus here for a two-day workshop.

At these sessions, they present their research
and meet existing faculty members and students.

“We are assessing not just their research... but al-
so0, we assess their ability to participate in building
up the community,” said Prof Lewis.

Yale-NUS, which promises a broad-based educa-
tion across different disciplines, will continue to
raise its student numbers, with a third batch of 190
this year. Classes start in August. This is up from
177 last year and 155 in 2013. It will reach an annual
class size of 250 students over the next few years.

Students are assigned to one of three residential
colleges, named after trees, following the NUS tradi-
tion. The ones at Yale-NUS are called Saga, Elm
and Cendana. The elm tree is associated with New
Haven in the US, the site of Yale University.
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