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ﬁ National University
of Singapore

NUS marks 110th

anniversary by
helping community

THE National University of Sin-
gapore  (NUS)  yesterday
launched a new initiative that
combines its research and aca-
demic expertise on campus to ad-
dress problems in the communi-
ty.

Called NUS Cares (Communi-
ty Advancement with Research
and Education Synergies), this
initiative is part of the
university’s 110th anniversary
celebrations this year.

For a start, its faculty and stu-
dents will work with three com-
munity partners to identify com-
plex community problems and
find practical solutions.

For example, NUS is working
with the Central Singapore Com-
munity Development Council
(CDC) to look at the problems
faced by elderly and needy resi-
dents who use wheelchairs.

The feedback from the CDC
is that many of the residents do
not have the strength to steer
their manual wheelchairs and
motorised ones are costly.

Engineering students from

the university will try to design
a wheelchair that is affordable,
robust, and easy to use and main-
tain.

They will test their solutions
in Kampong Glam and success-
ful ones could be used by elderly
residents in the rest of the Cen-
tral Singapore district.

Said Ms Felicia Tay, 20, a
student involved in the project:
“This is a chance for me to
use what I've learnt in school
and apply it to help the commu-
nity.”

The other two NUS Cares
projects will involve collabora-
tions with the National Universi-
ty Health System and the NUS
Medical Society.

Deputy Prime Minister Thar-
man Shanmugaratnam, who is al-
so adviser to Jurong GRC grass-
roots organisations, said at the
launch of the initiative yester-
day: “I'm very happy that that
spirit is so strong in NUS, that
it’s not just about nurturing
graduates to have good careers
for themselves... It’s about
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strengthening our community
and strengthening Singapore for
the future.”

NUS president Tan Chorh

Chuan said: “NUSI10 is a very
timely opportunity for us to re-
flect, share and celebrate service
to the community. We felt that
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it would be most meaningful to
do this in the community rather
than on the NUS campus.”
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