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President launches
book and Peranakan
exhibition in India

By LIM YAN LIANG
IN NEW DELHI

SINGAPORE showcased the
unique and unusual in its herit-
age, ranging from cultural arte-
facts to culinary delights, in
India’s capital yesterday.

Visiting President Tony Tan
Keng Yam unveiled a Peranakan
exhibition with heirlooms from
Singapore and attended a one-day
food festival where favourites
such as popiah and rojak were
served.

Dr Tan also launched a book on
the history and future of Singa-
pore-India relations, to commem-
orate 50 years of ties between the
two countries.

He is on a state visit to India to
mark the occasion and his counter-
part, President Pranab Mukherjee,
will visit Singapore later this year.

The evolution of the two
nations’ relationship over the
years is traced in the book titled
Singapore And India: Towards a
Shared Future.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong and India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wrote forewords
for the 200-page book, commis-
sioned by Singapore’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and published by
the Institute of South Asian Stud-
1es.

Said the institute’s director
Tan Tai Yong: “The book basical-
ly traces (the Singapore-India rela-
tionship) from the early days of
the pre-colonial period right up to
the present, and is presented not
in dry and terse academic format
but in a way that will appeal to a
range of people.”

Later, at New Delhi’s National
Museum, Dr Tan opened the exhi-
bition on The Peranakan World:
Cross-Cultural Art From Singa-
pore And The Malacca Straits.

It tells the story of how Chi-
nese traditions blended with influ-
ences from the Malay world and
the Indian Ocean in the late 19th
and 20th centuries to produce the

unique Peranakan culture.

More than 100 artefacts from
Singapore’s Asian Civilisations
Museum and Peranakan Museum
are on show for two months.

Said Dr Tan at the opening:
“The Singapore story, much like
the Peranakan story, is a fusion of
cultures, some of which were
strongly influenced by India.”

“Not many people realise how
close the historical links between
Singapore and India are.”

He noted that Sir Stamford Raf-
fles founded Singapore in 1819
with a contingent that included In-
dian officials and businessmen, as
well as 120 men from the Bengal
Native Infantry.

Also, Singapore was governed
by the British through India until
1867, and both countries share
similar legal and administrative in-
stitutions to this day.

“Even before this modern re-
corded history, India’s great influ-
ence throughout South-east Asia
from the first century onwards
cannot be understated,” he said.

Dr Tan hoped cultural exchang-
es like the exhibition would contin-
ue, to enhance understanding be-
tween people on both sides.

In the evening, Dr Tan mingled
with the Singapore community
here over typically Singaporean
fare that includes chicken curry,
chicken rice and roti prata.

Food binds both countries his-
torically, culturally and socially,
he said at the gathering at the Hy-
att New Delhi.

He also thanked them for play-
ing a crucial role in strengthening
ties between Singapore and India
through their work and the links
they have made.

He said their presence here en-
courages more Singapore business-
es to come to India.

“Globalisation has made our
world a smaller place. Singapore,
as a small country, counts on our
citizens to further our relations
with foreign friends,” he said.
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(From left) Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office Grace Fu, Mrs Mary Tan and Dr Tony Tan posing with an exhibit of sarong kebayas at New Delhi's National Museum,
where Dr Tan opened the exhibition on The Peranakan World: Cross-Cultural Art From Singapore And The Malacca Straits yesterday. ST PHOTO: LIM YAN LIANG

PM Lee, Modi hail 50 years of close ties in book

SINGAPORE and India can look
back on 50 years of friendship
with great satisfaction, the prime
ministers of both countries wrote
in a new book launched yesterday.

And they are confident this
partnership will only grow closer,
they wrote in forewords to the
book, titled Singapore And India:
Towards A Shared Future. It
marks a half-century of close ties.

In their remarks, Prime Minis-
ter Lee Hsien Loong and his Indi-
an counterpart Mr Narendra Modi

noted that the relationship is cen-
turies-old, and continues to grow
stronger.

“Since our independence in
1965, the ties between our two na-
tions have continued to deepen,”
wrote Mr Lee.

“QOur social, cultural, religious
and familial links are constantly
being reaffirmed by such things as
the shared love for Kollywood and
Bollywood films, or by the work
of Indian artisans and sculptors in-
vited (to Singapore) to build and

restore local Hindu temples.”

He added: “As we celebrate the
first 50 years, Singapore and India
are already looking ahead to the
next 50, with the commitment to
elevate relations to a strategic
partnership in 2015.”

Mr Modi said India’s warm ties
with Singapore have led to its
greater engagement in South-east
Asia. “Over the past 50 years, we
have built a comprehensive rela-
tionship that has contributed to
prosperity in our two countries
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and stability and cooperation in
our region,” he wrote.

“Singapore has emerged as one
of the foremost partners for
India’s economic transformation
and a springboard for India’s deep-
er political and economic engage-
ment with South-east Asia.”

The 200-page book can be
downloaded from the Institute of
South Asian Studies website at:
http://www.isas.nus.edu.sg/
SG-IND_FA_LR_230115_1.pdf
LIM YAN LIANG



