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Now'’s the time to deal with climate change

The scientific revolution of the past
century has doubled the average
lifespan of a human being to 67
years, but this has created its own
problems, said Nobel laureate Brian
Schmidt.

The global population has start-
ed to grow exponentially, he not-
ed, and if this continues, there will
not be enough resources on the
planet to sustain humanity.

However, it is almost universal
that as countries get rich, their fer-
tility rate drops, he added.

“If we can achieve a level of pros-
perity across the world where peo-
ple are moderately content and are
at the point where the fertility rate
drops below 2.33, that will stabilise
the population of the Earth.”

That is why it is crucial to share

technology, science and affluence.

Professor Schmidt, who was
born in the United States but is
now an Australian citizen, is an as-
tronomer at the Research School of
Astronomy and Astrophysics at the
Australian National University. He
gave a talk in Singapore last month
at the National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) entitled Science:
Humanity’s Universal Bridge.

The public seminar was hosted
by NUS and Yale-NUS College as
part of the 5th Asean event series
Bridges — Dialogues Towards A Cul-
ture Of Peace, which is facilitated
by the International Peace Founda-
tion.

Prof Schmidt, who specialises in
physics and astronomy, was award-
ed the 2011 Nobel Prize in Physics,

with two others, for discovering
the accelerating expansion of the
universe through observations of
distant supernovae.

The 47-year-old noted that just
last month, astronauts on the Inter-
national Space Station had banded
together in the face of a threat.

“When there was a possible am-
monia leak, everyone on the US
side of the station jumped to the
Russia side and they figured out
how to make that work.

“Up there, they don’t have a
choice. They work together or they
die. But actually, on the ground
here, we probably don’t have a
choice either. We either work to-
gether or we die — but we die a hun-
dred years in the future.”

Long-term challenges like cli-

mate change need to be dealt with
now, and nations need to solve
them together, he added.

“A hundred years from now, sea
levels could be upwards of a metre
higher. Places like Singapore are go-
ing to have to build up or move up,
but what about, say, Myanmar?”

If nations do not help one an-
other, “you could have 50 mil-
lion people on your doorstep
wanting to come to Singa-
pore, and that will cause con-
flict”.

Prof Schmidt added: “If
Earth’s history was com-
pressed into one day, hu-
mans have been on it for the
last two seconds. Sometimes
we take for granted that we
will always be here, but we
should not.”
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Potential for conflict rises
“A hundred years from now, sea
levels could be upwards of a
metre higher. Places like
Singapore are going to have to
build up or move up, but what
about, say, Myanmar? ... you
could have 50 million people on
your doorstep wanting
to come to
Singapore, and
that will cause
conflict.”

NOBEL LAUREATE BRIAN
SCHMIDT, on why countries
must help one another
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