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Malay/Muslims
mark jubilee with

SG50Kita events

They include youth programme,
fund-raising and community projects

By OLIVIA HO

THE Malay/Muslim community
will spearhead a series of pro-
grammes called SG50Kita to get
Malays and Muslims involved in
Singapore’s 50th anniversary cele-
brations while also reaching out
to other communities.

“Kita” in Malay means “us”,
and is notably the second word of
the Singapore national anthem,
Majulah Singapura.

Among the upcoming activities
is Kita X, a four-month pro-
gramme starting in March, in
which around 100 young people
will be tasked with developing so-
lutions to the problems of the
country 50 years in the future.

The youth, aged between 18
and 30, will come up with ideas in

areas such as science and technol-
ogy, religion and spirituality, and
media and art.

The five best solutions will
earn their groups about $5,000 in
funding, and may even be pitched
to policymaking bodies.

SGSOKita will also be raising
funds for the Yusof Ishak Profes-
sorship in Social Sciences at the
National University of Singapore.

The committee has already
raised nearly $559,000 in this ef-
fort, and aims to raise $6 million
- including a matching grant
from the Government - by the
end of the year.

Various Malay/Muslim organi-
sations will participate in commu-
nity service projects for a week in
June. These include an islandwide
distribution of bubur, a porridge
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given out during Ramadan, from
mosques, as well as the creation
of a clay wall mural at the Malay
Heritage Centre.

SG50Kita’s website says it is an
independent committee “formed
to spearhead and coordinate the
Malay/Muslim community’s ef-
forts in celebration of Singapore’s
50th anniversary”.

Its 18 members are men and
women from different industries
in the public and private sectors.

Minister-in-charge of Muslim
Affairs Yaacob Ibrahim said he
welcomed the SGSO0Kita efforts.
“I think the word ‘kita’ is very use-
ful as it shows inclusiveness, not
just with the Malay/Muslim com-
munity but with the wider commu-
nity of Singapore,” he said.

Dr Yaacob, who is also Commu-
nications and Information Minis-
ter, added: “But it is an effort
spearheaded by the Malay/Mus-
lim community here, and we
should be proud of that.”
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