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he birth of CELCÕs Self-Access English Learning Facility (SELF) was announced
in Issue 6 (Jan 2002) of news   celc. Since then its online version, ÒITSELFÓ, has
also been launched. In this last semester, resources, both in SELF and on ITSELF,
have grown.

the physical SELF facility and providing unique
online English-learning support. The first function
is served through descriptions of SELF and its
offerings, directions to SELF (with photographs),
a catalogue of SELF materials, downloadable
and online versions of the SELF worksheets, and
attractive ÒadsÓ featuring select SELF resources.

Online learning offerings include links to NUS
webcast lectures (as well as lectures from Harvard
and other institutions), authentic online listening
resources, categorised writing links, and links
to many other useful sites that support English
learning and make learning fun. An exceptionally
valuable newly added resource is a searchable
and categorised database of briefs, journal and
newspaper articles, and other academic-standard
works on controversial and contemporary topics:
InfotracÕs Opposing Viewpoints Resource Centre
(OVRC). This database, only available by
subscription, can now be accessed by NUS
students (and staff) for free through the
ITSELF site.
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Goodies galore at SELF
Today, SELF has a collection of close to 500
items: the latest English learning books,
workbooks, test books, readers, audio tapes,
video cassettes, CDs and VCDs (films and
documentaries), and more. In addition, SELF
boasts of a small but useful collection of
worksheets produced by the SELF Committee,
all tailor-made to meet the needs of selected
groups of students in CELC courses. Reading
laboratories of the Science Research
Associates and The Multi-Cultural Workshop
were also acquired in response to the
increasing need of CELC students to
strengthen their reading proficiency in order
to keep up with academic reading demands.

For readings rich in context and specific
vocabulary both for academic and beyond,
users can check out magazines on
subscription, including Newsweek, National
Geographic, The Economist, ReaderÕs Digest,
World Environment, and Scientific American.
SELFÕs hardware facilities have also expanded
to meet student needs Ð the AV and
computer stations have increased, from 4
AV booths to 10 and from 4 computers to
14. SELF has also added several versatile
cassette listening/recording stations.
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Widening digital horizons at SELF
ITSELF remains an easy-to-navigate website
(http://courses.nus.edu.sg/courseware/ITSELF/)
that serves the dual functions of showcasing
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