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ABSTRACT 
The concept of oral infections as a risk for 
systemic disease is not new to dentistry and has 
been suggested at various eras throughout the 
centuries.  The emergence of oral sepsis as a 
cause for systemic disease began sometime 
before the turn of the nineteenth century but was 
disregarded in the 1940s.  However, it resurfaced 
again in importance around the 1990s.  Since 
then much research have been conducted and 
findings gathered to suggest the possible 
association with oral disease, such as 
periodontitis, with systemic diseases.  This 
presentation aims to introduce the concept of risk 
and new evidences of periodontal infection for 
systemic conditions and focuses mainly the 
impact on coronary heart disease and pregnancy 
outcomes.  A need for additional knowledge is 
required to link the interrelationships between 
dentistry and medicine to further improve the 
management of overall health of patients. 
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